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PREFACE
Th« Southern States have* sinoe the beginning of American
history oonstituted a distlnot region, with a peculiar economic,
social, and political complexion* They have been marked by
prominent class distinctions at the bottom of the scale, the
Negro; at the top the white "Bourbons", once planters, later in¬
dustrialists, financiers, and landlords. In between stood a class
of small farmers, owning few or no slaves, pushed back by the
plantation system into the less fertile hills. In the remote
mountains and in the pine barrens near the coast, the poor white
agricultural population led a miserable existence of poverty,
ignorance, and squalor. Between these white groups a lively
eoonomie antagonism found expression in the section's political
life down to the Civil War.^ There was in those days no "Solid
South." The Negro, a slave,was not a political power.
The Civil War upset this equilibrium. Through northern in¬
terference, the Negro was both emancipated and enfranchised.
The fact altered the course of the white political party struggle.
Normal bipartisan political activity ceased although class an¬
tagonisms between the whites continued unabated. When the Negroes
were effectively disfranchised, the white south felt free to divide
along the lines of the traditional cleavage. But the division
brought back the Negro vote, and led ultimately to the foi*mation




of a solid white front* for the maintenance of white supremacy*
As early as 1690* Negro disfranohisement had become a
leading issue in the South.
The writer is indebted to Dr* William M. Boyd* whose un¬
failing patience* helpful criticism* and personal interest during
the preparation of this thesis have proved invaluablej to Dr.
Lawrence D* Reddick* for his assistance in research and helpful
criticism; and to Mrs* Marnesba D. Hill* Mrs* Annabelle M. Jarrett*
and Mr* Edward B. Miller of the Library Staff; without whose as¬
sistance this thesis would not have been possible*
INTRODUCTION
It is the aim of this study to trace the Negro's participation
in politics in the city of Atlanta from 1908 to 1953* The study is
concerned first with the movement in Georgia to disfranchise the Negro
and the Immediate effects that such a movement had on the Negro's
participation in politics. The social and economic changes which
occurred in Atlanta and in the state which gave rise to the Negro's
active participation in politics during the 1940's and thereafter will
be carefully portrayed and evaluated. These changes will be studied
in the light of (l) the political activity of the Negroes which aided
in bringing about these changes, and (2) the attitudes of whites in
the city and state with respect to these changes.
This extended period was chosen in order to present a complete
picture of the political history of the Negro in Atlanta since the turn
of the century. The period from 1908 to 1953, was further chosen in
order to evaluate the extent to which the position of the Negroes has
advanced in Atlanta since 1908 as a result of their participation in
politics.
The methods used in the study were historical and analybical. By
employing such methods, it has been possible to deal with the common
characteristics that give Atlanta its peculiar qualities, especieilly
where Negroes are concerned. However, city boundaries have been leaped
whenever it appeared advisable and the subject matter treated as a state¬
wide phenomena.
Several kinds of material have been used in this study.
viii
The dally newspapers In Atlanta* dating from 1907» have been a
primary souree of Information* Other materials used were books*
articles* and some unpublished materials which included two At<p
lanta University theses* and a paper read before the Institute
of Race Relations by Henry Lee Moon in 1953* With the exception
of the daily papers* most of the material used did not deal with
Atlanta specifically* but with the state as a whole*
The information presented in the study should throw light
on certain problems in the area of politics in Atlanta today*
and provide useful Information for those interested in tracing
and evaluating the history of the Negro's participation in the
political life of Atlanta* Georgia*
The study is divided into four main parts* by years* Part
one deals with disfranchisement* It takes in the period from
1906 to I9O8 when the Disfranchisement bill was passed by the
state legislature and later voted on by the people* Also* in>
eluded in part one will be presented the activities the Negroes
designed to defeat the passage of the Disfranchisement measure*
Part two is concerned with the period from 1909 to 1930* A
picture of the immediate effects of the Disfranchisement measure
on the Negro population with respect to voting will be given*
The organized efforts on the part of Negroes to take part in po¬
litical activities of the city and state will be discussed*
Parts three and four will deal with the social and economic
changes which took place in Atlanta as a result of the Negro's
participation in politics* The factors responsible for the rise
in the number of Negro registered voters in the late forties and
early fifties will be presented* Parts three and four will in¬
clude the ad-vanoes made by the Negroes in Atlanta as a result
of certain organised forces created for the expressed purpose
of improTing the Negro's political status*
The attitudes of whites towards Negro suffrage in Atlsmta
will be shown throughout the entire study* In addition* parts
three and four will present a picture of the changing social*
economic* and political conditions in the South as they relate
to the question of suffrage in the city of Atlanta and in Georgia*
This study will extend through the election of Dr* Rufus E*
Clement to the Atlanta Board of Education in 1933*
As far as can be ascertained no study exactly like this one
has been done} but several studies dealing with aspects of the
present investigation will be reviewed for the light they throw
on the whole question of Negro suffrage in Georgia* Geraldine
Perry of the Department of History at Atlanta University in 19^4-7*
is the author of a thesis* the title of which is "The Negrot A
Political Factor in Georgia* 1896-1912*" Rosetta MoEissack of
the Department of Political Science at Atlanta University in 1954*
authored the following work* "The Attitudes Toward Negro Political
Participation in Georgia* 19l4.0-19U7«" Both of these studies were
quite helpful in preparing this thesis*
CHAPTER I
DISFRANCHISEMENT
The movement to restrict Negro suffrage, which had its beginning in
Georgia in the late nineteenth century, reached its climax in 1908.
The reasons for the disfranchisement movement were numerous.
One alleged reason centered around "the Negro domination and balance
of power argument which the southern whites had been inoculated with since
the Enfranchisement of the emancipated slaves."^ Some Democrats contended
that the Negro caused race riots, assaulted white women and was infuriating
to the whites. Another opinion advanced concerned the enviable positions
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irtiich the Negroes held in the federal government.
Perhaps the highest positions Negroes held by federal appointment
were Recorder of Deeds of the District of Columbia, Registrar of the
Treasury, and Minister and Consul General to Haiti, After 1881, B, K.
Bruce and Judson Lyons held the position of Registrar of the Treasury at a
salary of $8,000 per annum, "Every blessed son and son-in-law of Bishop
3
Turner was appointed to office under President Cleveland,"
Bishop H, M, Turner, an eminent Negro minister, took a very
^G, J, Perry, "The Negro as a PoliticeJ. Factor in Georgia, 1896-
1912” (Unpublished Ifester’s Thesis, Atlanta University, Department of
History, 1947), p, 18*
William H, Skaggs, Southern Oligarchy (New York, 1924), p, 110,
3
Perry, on, cit.. p, 18,
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aotive part in Georgia politlos* His politioal ingenuity aroused
muoh oonoern and resentment among the whites in 1880 when he be¬
came a oandldate for governor. Turner received 350 votes in
that election.^ The white papers in the state carried editorials
expressing the opposition of the majority of the whites of the
state to his oandidaoy for governor.
Other Negroes who held enviable positions were Henry Lincoln
Johnson, who was Recorder of Deeds at a salary of lU^OOO per an¬
num; W. A. Pledger, who was appointed to the office of Surveyor
of Customs which he held during Arthur's administration; and
Henry Rucker, who was given the position of Tax Collector in
2
Georgia.
The Negro office holder caused much resentment on the part
of Georgia Democrats and increased their determination to re¬
strict Negro suffrage. In 1901;, these antagonists resolved to
poll an enormous vote to establish "White Supremacy" and stop
Theodore Roosevelt from cramming the Negro office holder down the
throat of the South.
The last Negro state representative, who was W. R. Rogers,
left the Georgia legislature in I9O8. Rogers' defeat was due to
the Disfranchisement measure which was passed that same year.
Not until February, 19l;5» did the vote of colored oitisens again
3
become a force in Georgia politics.
^Ibid., p. 19.
^Atlanta Independent, January I6, 19014., p. 1,
^Ira De A. Reid, "Georgia's Negro Vote," Nation, CLXIII
(July 6, 19l;6), p. 12*
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Negro dls franohisement has been the leading political
issue in the South sinoe 1890* But it was not until I906 that
Georgia made definite plans to disfranchise the Negro* This
plan to restrict Negro suffrage was engineered by the agrarian
leader* Tom Watson* who in I906-I907* instrumental in re¬
turning the farmers* vote to Democratic regularity.^ Brerywhere*
after the agrarian movement as a national political force had
collapsed in 189^* disfranchisement helped to reunite the South.
"Political niggerlsm" was an issue on which the vast majority
of Southerners thought alike.
The election of I906* in Georgia* played an important role
in the movement to disfranchise the Negro. Candidates for
governor in this election weret Hoke Smith* Clark Howell* Richard
B. Russell* John H. Estlll and James M. Smith. However* the two
outstanding figures in the race for governor, were Hoke Smith
and Clark Howell* Smith* who was a supporter of Tom Watson* em¬
phasised the disfranchisement of the Negro* Howell on the other
hand was more conservative and a believer in the true principles
2
of democracy as set forth in the National Constitution* With
the help of Tom Watson* Hoke Smith won the governatorial election
of 1906* His popular vote was 10]4.»796 and his county unit vote
was 312*^
In an effort to gain the support of Tom Watson* Smith
^Paul Lewinson* Race* Class and Party (New York: Oxford
University Press* 195^)» p* lU*
^Dewey W* Grantham, Jr., "Hoke Smith: Progressive Governor




proposed a oonstitutional amendment to disfranohise the Negroes
of the States To Hoke Smith the Negro vote was a political de¬
vice that attracted the corrupt and sordid in southern politics*
During the first years of his governorship. Smith took an unusual
interest in and a positive stand on problems confronting the
General Assembly* Among the problems before the Assembly was
his disfranchisement bill, which passed the House, but was voted
down by the Senate*^
Whatever his motivation in the di s f ranohi s ement issue, them
was no doubt that Smith sincerely wanted the State to take a
firm hand in the regulation of all elections* It was principally
because of Governor Smith's oontinued agitation that on June 28,
1907* bill was proposed in the House of Representatives by
J* J* Anderson of Bullook County and G* W. Williams of Laurens
County, which was indicative of the agitation for restricted
2
Negro suffrage*
This measure, which later became known as the Felder-
Williams Disfranohisement bill, was for the purpose of amending
the Constitution of Georgia by repealing Section I of Article 2
of the Constitution and inserting a new section consisting of
nine paragraphs prescribing the qualifications for electors*
Out of the nine paragraphs the following were significant*
Paragraph I, After the year 1908, elections by the people
shall be by ballot, and only those persons shall be allowed
to vote who have boon first registered in accordance with
the requirements of law*
^Ibld*, p* 1+2S>*
^Porry, op* cit*. p* 20
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Paragraph IV, All persona who can correctly read in the
English language any paragraph of the Constitution of the
United States or of this State and correctly write the
same in the English language when read to them hy any of
the registrars, and all persons who solely heoause of
physical disability are unable to comply with the above
requirements but who can understand and give a reasonable
interpretation of any paragraph of the Constitution of
the United States, that may be read to them by any of the
registrars; or
Sub-division III, All persons who are of good character
and understand the duties and obligations of citizenship
under a republican form of government; or
Subdivl8 ion
In
V, Any person who is the owner in good faith
his own right of at least I4.O acres of land situated in
this State upon which he resides, or in his own right of
property, situated in this State and assessed for taxation
at the value of ♦500*^
The Negroes were very Indignant over the proposed dis¬
franchisement measure* Several prominent men of the city of
Atlanta and in other cities throughout the state conferred and
prepared a memorial in protest* This memorial was circulated
among members of the Georgia Assembly in order that they might
consider the Negroes' plight before adopting the disfranchise¬
ment bill*
The memorial which was prepared by MosesAmos, H* R* Butler,
J* W* Gibbert, A* F* Herndon, Judson Lyons, H* E* Perry, H* A*
Rucker, and others, embodied these principles:
First, it is unnecessary and would be provocative of politi¬
cal agitation and racial strife*
Second, it is unjust and would tend to disturb labor oon-
ditions and retard the cooperative movement for law and
order*
Quoted in G* J* Perry, *The Negro as a Political Factor
in Georgia 1896-1912“ (Unpublished Master's Thesis, Department
of History, Atlanta University, 19i;7)» P* 11*
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Third, it is undamooratlo and would tend to subvert the
prinolples of popular government*
Fourth, it is unconstitutional and would inspire national
litigation*
Fi fth, and chiefly, this measure comes short of the true
Td'eal' of civic virtue and would have a morally degrading
effect on the young men of the State*'*’
Further protest on the part of the Negro was expressed
through the Equal Eights League* The first meeting of the
League was held in Macon in February I906, at the request of
Dr* William White, editor of the Georgia Baptist* Men from
Atlanta and from other cities in the State were present at this
meeting and took an active part in the discussion of topics
which pertained directly to the political and economic welfare
2
of the race* The League was not however, formally organised
until 1907* I'fc® stated purpose was to obtain civil and politi¬
cal rights for the Negro* Many Negroes and whites opposed the
League on the grounds that it stirred up race hatred by agitating
aspects of racial conflict* Such organisations, they felt,
would lessen the good relations that existed between the races*
Dr* W* E* B* Du Bois, one of its prominent leaders and who at
that time was professor of Sociology at Atlanta University, was
accused of denouncing the white race* Dr. Du Bois had affirmed
that "White America has crucified, enslaved, and opposed the
Negro group and holds them still especially in the South in a




^W* B* B* Du Bois, Dusk of Dawn (New York, 19i|.0) , p* 159*
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Dr. Du Boia oreated suoh a storm of protest as a result of
his aotlvlties that he was asked to leave the State for a short
period. Benjamin Davis, editor of the Atlanta Independent, and
an outstanding Republican, was among those who opposed the League
and its leaders. He declared that the organization should be
abolished or evolve a more constructive and racially cooperative
program. Davis felt that both the organization and its leaders
were too radical and should tend toward more conservative means
and methods. He felt that the two groups should come together
and work out some effective plan in an effort to achieve politi¬
cal and social rights for the Negroes. The organization, without
having accomplished its aims, was abolished the same year it was
created.^
The Atlanta Independent became an instrument which voiced
the Negroes' protest against the disfranchisement measure not
only in Atlanta but all over the South. In one of the many
editorials, Davis stated the following!
There should be no real threat of Negro domination.
Negroes only desired the rights which accompanied citizen-
ship . ...
The Negro could be helped more if he were allowed
political and economic privileges. ...
After forty years of preparation it would be a travesty
to take the franchise away from him.
The Atlanta Independent was of the opinion that there were many
white voters in Atlanta and throughout the State who were not
supporters of the disfranchisement measure. Although Georgia had
been recognized as the center of some of the most radical thought
^Atlanta Independent, February 25, 1907» P» !•
^Ibid., July 27. 1907, P« 1-
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and action on the Negro suffrage question* there were whites in
Georgia who seemed to have been moved by an intense feeling of
justice toward the Negro*
In Atlanta* C* P* Green was one of the whites who denounced
political ladquallty of the Negro* Ho established the Georgia
Suffrage League in I907* It sought to teach the Negro how to
register and vote against any dishonest ballot reform*^
On June 30* 1907* the organization mot in Turner’s Taber¬
nacle* President Green made a speech urging the Negroes to vote
and defeat the restricted suffrage bill* There were persuasive
speeches delivered by Drs* P. J* Bryant* ff. A. Fountain and
2W, P* Penn* Typical of the protest was the following:
This is a black man’s fight* the attempt is to nullify
any white man’s vote* It makes no difference how intelli¬
gent you are or what your politics may be you are a Negro
and that settles it • ^
While the Negroes and liberal whites were trying to solicit
aid to defeat the disfranchisement bill* members of the House of
Representatives were engaged in a heated controversy over the
contents of the measure* Some of the arguments for and against
the bill were as follows: Representative G. W. vViHiams* the
author of the bill in the House* was the first speaker to ad¬
vocate its adoption* The bill* Williams declared* would stop
Negro domination in certain sections of the State* He pointed
out that in McIntosh County, Negroes were in control and sent to
the State House of Representatives the only Negro member of the
^Ibid*
^Ibid.* July 50* 1907* P» 1*
5lbid*
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General Aesembly* He added that in Bryan County there were five
Negro Justioes of the peaoe#^ Representative F* Slater, of
Bryan County, defied the statement* lATilliams then asserted that
all of the presidents from Grant to Theodore Roosevelt had been
elected by the Negro vote which hold the balance of power in the
2
doubtful states*
Representative L* R* Massengale, of VITarren County, also a
supporter of the bill, centered his argument around the "white
supremacy promise and the inherent right of the Negro to vote*"
In his opinion, history never stated that the Negro race was
born to rule* He explained that if the State could Ignore the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, it should do so and that he
was willing to give up his franchise if he could disfranchise
the Negro* Representative G* F* Johnson, of Jasper County, was
in favor of disfranchising the Negro on racial grounds*-^
There were some legislators who urged defeat of the bill on
the basis that the measure was radical and violated the National
Constitution* One Georgia legislator asserted*
Gentlemen, you are not legislating for today or for
tomorrow but for many years to come, and you are fixing it
so you may strike at my children and at yours in the
future* You had better go slow. Youi are aiming at the
Negro but you may strike a white man*^
^Ibid*
^Ibid*
^Atlanta Independent, November 27* 1907* P» 6*
Ibid*
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Joseph Hall* of Bibb County, another opponent of the measure,
explained that the bill would disfranchise whites and enfranchise
Negroes* He believed that the educational qualification would
prove a barrier to white illiterates in the State*^
After a long debate over the bill in both houses it was
finally approved in July* 1907* the House of Representatives
the bill received 122 ayes and one nay > W. R* Rogers the only
Negro Representative in the House casting the only negative
vote. In the Senate* the bill received 3^ ayos ** no nays and
2
eight senators did not vote* The bill was submitted to the
people for ratification in the October election of 1908. The
candidates for governor in that election were Joseph M. Brown*
the Democratic candidatei, and Yanoy Carter* the Independent
Party candidate* Carter opposed the restricted suffrage amend-
ment •
Prior to the election Ben Davis had printed and distributed
among the Negro voters in Atlanta ticket forms intended as guides*
These forms had written across the side - "Ticket Against Dis>
franch!sement•" Ticket forms were also sent out by Democratic
and Independent candidates* The ticket sent out by Carter re*
served a space both "for" and "against" the amendment* Brown's
ticket reserved a space "for" disfranchisement only*
^Ibid*




On the day of the eleotlon a considerable number of Negroes
in Atlanta gathered at the polls to express their attitude toward
disfranohisement• In Atlanta and Fulton County persons were '
employed at the polls to instruct the Negro how to vote properly.
There were approximately 1»737 qualified Negro voters in Fulton
County, this was more than in any other county in the State.^
According to the returns of the election, Joseph Brown re¬
ceived 11,555 votes in Fulton County, while his opponent, Yancy
Carter received 12,110 votes. There were about 70,9^3 votes
oast in the State for and 37*000 votes oast against disfranchise¬
ment* It was said that the Negroes of the State disfranchised
o
themselves by falling to vote their full strength.
An analysis of the disfranchisement vote follows: The of¬
ficial count gave Governor Brown 113*555 votes, 14.2,592 more than
the amendment for disfranchisement received. This difference
can be credited to the Negro vote. The registration list at the
capitol showed 211,000 white electors qualified to vote in the
election, and about 98,000 Negro electors. The vote for the
amendment was made up of Democrats, lily-white and new white Re¬
publicans* The vote against the amendment was made up as follows:
20,000 Negroes, 14,000 old-line white Republicans and about 13,000
Democrats* In 1908, Fulton County alone had 2,500 Negro registered
. 3
vot ers •
The Negroes in Atlanta played an important role in the city
^Ibid.
^Ibid., October 9* 1908, p* 1*
^Atlanta Independent, October 17* 1908, p. 3*
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election of 1908, by casting their vote for Maddox for mayor of
Atlanta*
Mr* Maddox received more than 7*000 votes, which showed
that he had enough white votes to win without the Negro vote*
However, the Negroes voted almost solidly for Maddox, largely
because they believed his election marked the Aisintegration of
the white primary system* Maddox's election was the first time
in the history of the city that the white primary nominee had
ever been repudiated*^ Both the white Republicans and the
Negroes were delighted at the opportunity to contribute to its
rebuke*
The Atlanta Independent expressed the attitude of the Negro
in Atlanta in its editorials which appeared from time to time
throughout the year I9O8 and the years immediately following
I9O8. An editorial appearing in the March lU, 1908, issue ex¬
pressed the following*
The most intricate question up for settlement between
the races and which menaces or gives to the white man the
most concern, is the one of political domination* Without
the remotest possibility of realization, somehow or another,
the white man has worked himself into such a frenzy that ho
lives in frightful dread of Negro dominancy all the time*
It is not an uncommon thing to hear some white man
say this is a white man's country, or hear some Negro say
this is a white man^s town, and Negroes have no rights*
Atlanta belongs to every citizen, whether he be white or
black, who does not violate her law, and contributes in
every way possible to upbuild her fortunes. The Negro
must not abdicate any right or privilege by conduct or act.
He must feel a Just pride in every movement looking to the
building up of the municipality*
In a few weeks the citizens of Atlanta will be called
upon to authorize by their votes the issuance of $500,000
in bonds to improve the public utilities* This ussue will
be submitted to the qualified voters, not white men or black
^Ibid*, December 5* 1908, p* 1*
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men* but to every man that is a oitiEen* and It will be as
muoh the Negro's duty to go to the polls and vote yes, or
no as It will be the white man's*
If you are not qualified* get right and act the part
of a man*
The way to show that Atlanta is not a white man's
town is to plaoe ourselves in a position to participate
in the administration of her affairs* The question of
whether we will be a part of the municipality, in fact,
is one of personal selection* The individual alone can
determine that question himself, matters not what the
white man says, we alone oan regulat e. that fact and fix
our places in the community equation*
Numerous reasons have been advanced to explain the political
inaotivity of the qualified and unqualified Negro masses* It
was cited that many Negroes, unfamiliar with the rules of regis¬
tration, thought the only requirement was the payment of a city
tax* Furthermore, some persons did not know that one must be a
resident of the state for one year and of his county for six
2
months* Still others did not know that the name of his ward
was a requirement for registration* The elderly men were ig¬
norant of the fact that they oould register and vote without a
poll tax requirement, after they passed the age of sixty. On
the other hand, men who had just attained the age of twenty-one
did not know that they could register without the payment of a
poll tax*5
Too, there was as muoh ignorance on the part of the Negro
eitisens as there was corruption on the part of registration
officials* Some registrars frankly said: register just as





March lU* 1908, p* i4.*
July 6, 1907» P« !•
Lewinson. op* oit», p. lU7«
The reasons cited above concerning the political inactivity
of the Negro are plausible; yet they could hardly explain the
failure of the qualified Negroes in the State of Georgia to de¬
feat the disfranchisement measure; a measure which was designed
to rid the Negro of his right to the ballot in Georgia.
Thusy the adoption of the disfranchisement amendment of
October I9O8, resulted in the elimination of the majority of the
Negro voting population. The Negroes of Georgia were to be
ruled indefinitely without representation and deprived of the
most precious and essential democratic right the ballot.^
The desire cf many Georgians had been fulfilled with the
passing of the disfranchisement measure. Tom Watson's objective
had become a legal reality. Watson* who previously had advocated
Negro suffrage, said in I9O8* “The fullest legal right would be
extended to all but the yellow man, the red man, the brown man,
m2
and the black man.*
In its early stages, the Populist movement had promised
political and economic rights for the Negroes* Towards the turn
of the century the movement led by Tom Watson was a major in¬
strument in causing the disfranchisement of the Negro in Georgia
and as a result of the movement and the disfranchisement of the
Negro, the Democratic party was in complete control in Georgia
by 1908.^





The Negroes had, since 1865» been members of the Republican
Party* But realizing in 1908* that the Republican Party had be-
oome the party of corruption, the Negroes began to shift their
allegiance to the Democratic Party* However, the Democratic
Party, on the other hand,was by I908 the party which sought the
disfranchisement of the Negro* With this change of party al¬
legiance on the part of the Negroes, and the change of the pur¬
poses of the two parties, the Negroes gained no real benefits*
Thus, leading thinkers of the period summed up the position of
the Negros among such persons was Henry Watterson who made the
statement t
6
Let him ^ffegro^ be as law-abiding as you pleases let
him show you evidences of that extraordinary rise of his
race within forty years and you still could not save him
from being the football of the politicians*^
Apart from the immediate effects of disfranchisement, the
Negroes in Atlanta played an interesting part in the national
election of I9O8* This election was held in November just one
month after the adoption of the disfranchisement measure* It
was estimated that practically all the Negroes in Atlanta would
support the Republican ticket, despite their anti-Taft meetings
and much protestations against the national administration*
There were 831 colored voters registered in Atlanta. As this
was their last opportunity to vote in Georgia, at least for some
time to come, it was not surprising that most of them exercised
g
their suffrage and voted the "straight" Republican ticket*
^William B* Hesseltine, A History of the South l607*1936
(New York, 1936), p* 68)4.*
2ira De A* Reid, op* oit*, p* II4.*
CHAPTER II
DISFRANCHISEMENT AT WORK
(The Period from 1908-1930)
The disfranehisement of the Negro in Georgia was aooompllshed
during the governorship of Hoke Smith who had made Negro dis¬
franchisement the main platform In his campaign of I906. Al¬
though these laws resulted in drastic regulation of elections
such as closing registration books six months before the elec¬
tion* they* nevertheless * failed to settle the suffrage question
In Georgia* or rid politics of the bigotry with which it was
affected*
It has been observed that since the disfranchisement measure
was passed in I9O8* denying the Negro the vote* there is con¬
siderable evidence showing that the Negro did* however* play an
important part in the political activities in the city of Atlanta
during the period of I9O8 to 1950* However* no complete demon¬
stration has ever been attempted of the assumption that the Negro
vote in Atlanta was negligible; at least up to 1930» Ttask
is almost impossible* In the first place* election returns in
Atlanta as in other cities* did not show the race or color of
voters* For in the state of Georgia, registration was an act
separate from the payment of poll taxes* although both were a
prerequisite to voting; and it would therefore be necessary to
compare the registration list with the tax-paid llst*name for
16
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name and preolnot by preoinot*
It was during the period immediately following the passage
of the disfranchisement measure in 1908» that many prominent
Democrats in Atlanta felt that the suffrage laws had not proved
benefioial and should be altered. By 191D* this group had be-
2
come vocal. J • A. Henderson, who had been intimately associated
with the political maohinations of Hoke Smith and Tom Watson.
wrote a letter to the Atlanta Constitution in which ho statedt
I am fearful that the groat anxiety to disfranchise
the Negro caused us to go into extremes on registration
questions, disqualifying thousands of good white men from
having any voice in selecting the officers to serve the
people.^
Commenting further on the registration laws in Georgia, in
its issue of June 23» 1910» the Atlanta C onstitution in an edi¬
torial said*
Governor Brown submits reports showing that Georgia
stands alone as the one state in the Union requiring so
arbitrary a period for "purging" its electorate. In some
states, rural registration is automatic. In the over¬
whelming majority, the period runs from a few days to thirty
and forty days j in even the latter instances, there are
qualifications admitting the belated oitisens to the polls
• • •
These thousands of white Georgians have been robbed of
that vote which, next to his home, is the institution
dearest to the American citizen; the vote that has been
bought with centuries of bloodshed, that is the emblem for
which Americans have gone to war. the vote that is the sign
manual and the main weapon of dejfense for that liberty upon
which our government is founded.^
^Paul Lewinson. Race. Class and Party (New York. 1952)# p.
106.
^G. J. Perry, "The Negro as a Political Factor in Georgia
I896-I912" (Unpublished Master’s Thesis. Atlanta University, De¬
partment of History. 1947)# P» 37*
5quoted in William Skaggs, Southern Oligarchy. (New York,
I92U). P* 139.
^Atlanta Const itut ion# June 25# 1910, p. 1.
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Disfranohi8ement and the election law oontroTersy became
the main Issue of the I9IO gubernatorial campaign. The candi¬
dates were Hoke Smith, former Governor and advocate of drastic
election laws, and Joseph Brown, who opposed Smith's principles.
The election resulted in Smith's securing the reins of govern¬
ment a second time.^ There were very few Negroes in Atlanta
who exercised the ballot in that election. Nevertheless, some
of the voters in the city contended that the Negro had not
actually been disfranchised since two Negro delegates from the
state at large and eight Negro delegates from the Congressional
districts had been sent to the Republican National Convention
which met in Chicago in I9O8. a practice which was customary
2
during the period of enfranchisement. Several men of the state
tried to devise some means of eliminating the Negro from the
political arena entirely. The leading issue in the gubernatorial
campaign was what some leading writers of the period called
"Blunism.*
Henry Blun. who succeeded Judson Lyons as Republican national
committeeman in 19G8. tried to have passed a ruling which would
stop Negroes from voting lasthe Republican primary and mass
meetings for delegates to the county, state, or national con¬
ventions. Blun'8 proposal was designed to exclude all Negroes
from further participation in politics who were unable to qualify
under the disfranchisement laws of Georgia as well as other
x
southern states.-^
^Skaggs, op. Pit., p. 13y*
^Perry. op. cit.. p. 314..
3Ibid., p. 35.
19
The Negro qualified voters in Atlanta were indignant over
Blun's proposal which was discriminatory and unconstitutional.
They reminded Blun that it was the Negro vote of the state that
made him politically what he was. The Atlanta Negroes declared
that if the national committee of the Georgia Republican Party
would for a moment tolerate "Blunism" the party need not nominate
a candidate for the next national election* because every Negro
in Atlanta and in other cities in the state would stay away from
the polls or vote the Democratic ticket.^
"Blunlsm'* expressed Itself in many ways. It became the
ideological justification for further persecutions of the Negro.
Under the proposed system the white postmasters organized and
passed rules excluding all Negroes from clerical positions in
the Post Offices. However* one Negro was appointed clerk in
the Atlanta Post Office in March* 1911* Professor D. S. Collins
of La Grange* Georgia* who had been eligible for the position
for months* was finally appointed. It was the first time a
Negro had been appointed clerk in the Atlanta Post Office since
August 1, 190 7
The Atlanta Independent summed up the condition of the Negro
in the city of Atlanta and in the South immediately following
the passage of the disfranchisement measure in an editorial ap¬





Politically speaking, the Negro of Atlanta in oommon
o with the Negroes of the South have been eliminated from
politics, and whether our elimination is just or unjust,
does not affect, or reliere us of embarrassment. The
question that should be uppermost in our minds is how can
we best rehabilitate ourselves in the hearts or the in¬
fluences that control and direct both the economic and
political destiny of our section?'*’
The far reaching Implications of the disfranchisement act
on the political participation of Negroes is revealed when one
analyses population statistics and their relation to voting
potential, white and Negro, For example, in 1909 city of
Atlanta had a population of 125»000 persons, 50»000 of whom were
Negroes, About one-third of the Negro population was of voting
age. However, only 200 to 500 took an active part in polities
between 1909 'to 1915* This was due mainly to the drastic regi-
2
stration laws of the state after I9O8,
Under the disfranchisement act there were five qualifi¬
cations for voting* (1) Education - the person had to be able
to read in English any paragraph of the federal or state con¬
stitution and write the same when read by a registrar* If a
person was not able to give a reasonable interpretation of the
said constitution, then property or character qualifications
could serve as alternatives, (2) Character - a person had to be
of good character and understand the duties and obligations of
citizenship under a Republican form of government, (5) Property
a person must own forty acres of land or $300 tax-assessed
property, (I4.) War record - if a person could not satisfy the
^Atlanta Independent, January 2, 1909» P»
2
Lewinson, op, eit., p. 218,
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property or education qualifications, ho oould still vote if he
had a war record provided that he registered prior to a certain
date* (5) If a person oould not satisfy the first four quali¬
fications, he was permitted to vote if he was a lineal de¬
scendant of a voter in 1866, provided that he registered prior
to a certain date* This was the famous "grandfather clause"
which was held unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1915«^
A.S a result of the drastic registration laws, the Atlanta
Independent began a movement in 1909» to revise the disfranchise¬
ment laws of the state* The movement was headed by Ben Davis,
and had as its main objective, to preserve the manhood rights of
the race and develop Republican sentiment in the state among
2
Negroes* The work done by Ben Davis and other members of the
Republican Club in the city through the organization which was
known as the "Organization for Effective Party Work," was the
only real attempt by the Negroes in Atlanta to take an active
part in local politics between 19^9 1916*^
Although the Negroes in Atlanta took no active part in local
politics between 1909 191^* they expressed a deep interest
in national polities* This was due mainly to the work done by
Davis through the Negro paper, the Independent and the "Organi¬
zation for Effective Party Work*" Through his paper he urged
the Negroes in Atlanta to register and vote in national elections*
^Maurice Davie, Negroes in American Society (New York, 19l(.9)
pp* 26i^-265*
^Atlanta Independent, October 2, 1909» P« U*
^Ibid *, January 2, 1909, p. i4.*
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And through the *Organi*atlon for Effective Party Work” ho de¬
veloped Republioan sentiment* As a result of his efforts* the
Negroes in Atlanta whole-heartedly hacked the election of William
Howard Taft as President of the United States. In I909 Presi¬
dent-Elect Taft, on a visit to Atlanta, delivered a speech to the
Negroes of the city, in which ho promised to raise the economic
and social standards of the Negro all over the South*^
By 1912, there could bo seen a change in the political
status of the Atlanta Negroes. This was due partly to the rise
in the social and economic conditions of the Negroes and because
of the constant efforts of Ben Davis and Judson Lyons to have
the Negroes register and vote in national elections. Negroes
could not effectively vote in city or state elections because of
the white primary laws which will be discussed in another con¬
nection* Paul Lewinson, with respect to the period between I9O8
and 1930, makes the observation that this period poses the ques¬
tion as t o whether the paucity of Negro voters in the South re¬
sulted from the effective disfranchisement to which he had been
subjected, or to political indifference on the part of the Negroes,
Lewinson further states that the politician-apologist for the
South, admitting as ho must that the Negro voter was a rarity,
usually added to his denial of disfranchisement the statement
that Negroes did not vote because they had lost interest in
politics*^ There was a large element of truth in such assertions.
^Ibid., June 9» 1909» P*
p
Lowison, op* cit., p. 107*
5lbid.
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Not only did reputable white leaders in the South* especially
in Georgia* men active in interracial movements and Negro wel¬
fare work* say that the Negro was unoonoerned over his political
condition* that ho took little interest in polities* and even
that ho did not register and vote where he easily could have
done 80.^ This type of attitude was also common among southern
whites throughout the whole of the period from I9O8 to 1930*
On the other hand* the Governor-elect Dorsey of Georgia declared
in 1920X
I shall urge the enfranchisement of all white women
in accordance with the Anthony amendment and the dis¬
franchisement of all black women on the same plan that the
Negro men are now disfranchised in Georgia.^
With the increase in the number of Negro registered voters-
by 1912,the Negroes in Atlanta participated more significantly
in the national election of 1912 by taking an active part in the
national conventions of that year* and by increasing their voting
strength* The figures of that year shewed that there were 25*000
qualified Negro voters in the state* These figures further
showed that there were approximately four times as many qualified
Negro voters in Atlanta in 1912 as there were in I9O8* after the
passage of the disfranchisement bill*^ This was due in the main
to the efforts of Ben Davis and Judson Lyons and other members
of the Republican Club in the city to get the Negroes to put
their names in the registration books*
^Ibid*
^Ibid*
^Atlanta Indepen dent * October 26* 1912* p* I4.
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It was in 1912* that Theodore Roosevent organized the Pro¬
gressive Party, and the Negroes in Atlanta, like Negroes all
over the South, immediately looked forward to membership in the
party which they anticipated would ameliorate their deplorable
economic and political condition* The Republican National Con¬
vention met in Chicago on June 22, 1912* There were several
oondidates presented^to the delegation, hwever, Roosevelt and
Taft were the outstanding contestants* Roosevelt had a large
following among the delegates, but the convention ended in the
ultimate nomination of Taft who received 56I votes to Roosevelt’s
107*^ The unfavorable results for Roosevelt may be attributed
to the disqualification of the Roosevelt delegations at Chicago*
The chief reason for Roosevelt’s defeat centered around the con-
2
tested delegates in the full convention of 1078 members* The
committee which decided the contest gave 233 of the contested
delegates to Taft and six to Roosevelt*
Immediately after the nomination of Taft, the Roosevelt
delegates and alternates left the Convention and went to another
hall in the city* A convention was organised and resolutions
were formulated and adopted nominating Roosevelt as the candidate
of the Progressive Party for the presidency* When Roosevelt
organized the Progressive Party in 1912, he appealed to southern
Democrats to sever political traditions and join the new party
in its fight for social, economic, and political reform* Roose-
3
velt was looked upon by the Negroes of Atlanta as a savior*




Negro appointments to federal offices were few between I9O8
and 1950» Dawid N. Turner* son of Bishop Turner, was appointed
to a position in the Interior Department by Hoke Siiith. John P.
Turner, was appointed as an assistant in the Pension Office by
Governor Smith and Cornelius King, son-in-law of Bishop Turner,
was appointed as a messenger on the Indian Commission* All
three appointments were given to Atlanta Negroes*! The ap¬
pointment of Negroes to federal positions added to the alleged
fear of Negro domination, as claimed by leaders of the southern
oligarchy.
The years 1916-1917* brought with them the continued efforts
of whites to keep the Negroes away from the polls* At the same
time the Negroes were in the minority in Atlanta, and there was
no possible chance for them to dominate the whites politically
as was the ease during Reconstruction* In the city election of
1916, there were 17,000 Negro registered voters, 7*000 of which
did not vote on election day because of a lack of Interest in
munioipal affairs* In the same election there were more than
25,000 white registered voters, the majority of whom voted in
2
the city election of I9I6.
Aside from the lack of interest on the part of the Negroes
in Atlanta in political affairs, there were other reasons why a
large number of Negroes did not vote* The most significant
reason was the white primary, which had its beginning in Georgia
^Ibid*
^Atlanta Independent, December 9* 1916, p* 1*
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during the Reoonetruction period}, by I907, it had reached a high
point of efficiency*^ The white primary was simply a declaration
by the Democratic party authorities in the state that only white
men were eligible to membership and permitted to vote in the
primary election* in the nomination of party candidates* White
men of knownRepublioan sympathies were generally admitted to
the Democratic primaries* but Negroes were not permitted to peir-
ticipate save in exceptional circumstances* Since nomination
by the Democratic party was equivalent to election in all state¬
wide contests in Georgia* for nearly all lesser officers* de¬
barment from the nomination process was in effect disfranchise¬
ment *
The white primary system of the rdfretdeit-b^'.en.ties was not a
new thing in Georgia* Its history may be traced back to the
"color line" of Reconstruction days* which white "conservative"
parties drew^ as the then newly enfranchised Negroes were taken
by Radical Republicanism* From this time down to the agrarian
revolt* the white man’s party of Georgia* first called "Con¬
servative*" then simply Democratic, never admitted Negroes to
p
their Councils*
The primary election as it was known between I9O8 and 1950*
made its appearance in Georgia outside the law* By I907* the 1
legally regulated primary had begun to take its place on Georgia





established procedure of elections, regulated by t he state, some¬
times paid for by the state, sometimes even officered by the
state*^ Until the United States Supreme Court ruled against it
in 19144-# "the Democratic white primary was enforced rigidly in
2
Georgia and in many other southern states* Thus, the white
primary in Fulton County played an important part in keeping the
Negroes politically inactive between I9O8 and 1930*
The "lily white" movement in the Georgia Republican party
was another reason why more Negroes did not vote as well as an
indication of the thorough white opposition to Negro suffrage*
The term "lily white" was applied to that body of white Republi¬
cans in Atlanta and other cities in Georgia,determined to purge
their party of Negro leadership, Negro control and a Negro in the
spoils of victory* Its justification was that the white South
divide itself between the major parties, that the time had come
for southerners to be converted to Republicanism, but that the
southern white men would not join a Republican party which
3 -
trafficked with Negroes* The "lily white" groip up to 1930,
had been strong enough to give considerable trouble to Negro
"regulars"* Their object was to attract white men into the party,
and to accomplish this, they were obliged to discourage Negro
voters, depose Negro committeemen and convention delegates, and
ij.
thus - as they themselves put it - "clean up" the party*
^Ibid*, p. Ik*
^Davis, op* cit *, p* 270*
^Lewinson, op* cit*, p* llj*
^Ibid*
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With the existenoe of the white primary and the "lily white"
movement* the Negroes in Atlanta took no active part in politics
between 1915 1930» However, during this same period some
Negroes did vote, but never in large numbers. As shown by
Registration Statistics, the Negro population of voting age and
literate between 1915 and 1950 "’as 31»9U3 and the Negro votes
at any time during this period were never more than 500.^
As a result of such conditions, Atlanta presented a unique
picture in that it was here that Negro suffrage was discussed
most. However, in most southern cities the sise of Atlanta,
there was great concern about the Negro in politics. In Atlanta
the. discussion of this problem was conducted through the media
of newspapers, interracial bodies, and Negro welfare organisa¬
tions. It was conducted both privately and publicly. It was
in Atlanta during the Populist era that elections occurred in
which Negro votes were more or less openly solicited; it was
here that stories arose,sometimes verifiable, sometimes not, of
an occasional Negro balance of power.
The Negro vote in Atlanta was due in part to the structural
and functional features of its municipal government, also to the
frequency of city elections, and to an unwonted bipartisanship
in the city's politics. In the main, the white citizens of
Atlanta were concerned with referenda on tax and bond matters,
where no personal issue or question of "supremacy" was involved.
Underlying these phenomena of Atlanta politics basic cultural
^Lewinson, op. cit.
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overtones* Atlanta University, Clark, Morehouse, Morris Brown
and Spelman Colleges and the Atlanta School of Social Work gave
tangible evidence to the white community of the Negroes' cultural
position* Atlanta found it hard to refuse the ballot to those
who constituted the professional group* This is not to say that
a great many qualified Negroes of the professional group were
not so refused* But where other factors wore equal, racial re¬
lationships, including suffrage attitudes, were noticeably
softened in the presence of a considerable group of educated and
well-to-do Negroes* Aside from these facts, the Negro population
grew during the period between 1909 ®^nd 1930, from 50,000 to
2
90,075 " 55«5 P®** cent of the total population.
To the city of Atlanta came a large number of college gradu¬
ates, eind professional men, men of affairs with business and
social contacts in the world beyond the Mason and Dixon line*
The city newspapers attracted experienced and well trained editors*
Churches called to their pulpits educated and civic minded min¬
isters* Atlanta housed many well trained Negro citisens* It had
a bi-racial church council which met regularly for the discussion
of racial problems* The headquarters of the Interracial Com¬
mission was also in Atlanta, and it was from Atlanta that Bon
Davis, many times state Republican Committeeman and national
convention delegate, continued to publish his Negro weekly the
Independent *^ It was in the Atlanta newspapers that editorials
^Ibid*, p* 156.
2Atlanta Independent, October 27» 1928, p * I4.*
^Ibid*
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invited Negroes to vote on some local matters such as the bond
issue election of 1921t where the influence of the Negro would
be greatly felt* This particular election involved an issue of
four million dollars that had been proposed in the city for the
carrying out of a comprehensive school building plan; the first
thoroughgoing scheme to be offered since the Civil War* At
first* there was much opposition to it because of the effect
on the city taxes* and a certain degree of organization against
it was effected among the Negroes of Atlanta by real estate and
property-owning elements on this ground* The administration
was anxious* however, to put it through and went to an Atlantan
of great influence among the Negro population to secure the
Negro vote in its favor* The Negro group was at first not satis¬
fied with the share of improvements offered them* and the issue
was twice defeated* A meeting was arranged between the Mayor
of the city and the president of the Board of Education, on the
one hand* the Negro leader on the other* The promise was given
that one and one-quarter or one-third million out of the total
issue would go into new Negro schools and the improvement of old
equipment* and there upon the measure was passed*^
Toward the end of the twenties there could be seen a change
in the attitude of the whites in the city towards the Negro voter*
^Lewinson* op* olb*, pp* 150“151»
The name o’f the llegro leader mentioned in connection with
the Bond issue election was not given in any of the sources
dealing with the issue* although the author has reason to be¬
lieve that the person mentioned was Ben Davis* due to the in¬
fluence he had among both the white and Negro communities during
the period in which the issue arose*
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This was du« mainly to the rise in the Negro population and land
ownership* Whites in Atlanta quiokly realized the possibility
of effeoti'T'e organization on the part of the Negro group to de¬
mand their political rightsf they also recognized the existence
of several fraternal bodies among the Negroes in Atlanta* some
of which were active* vocal*and buslnesalike* and backed by
national organizations* An example of such organizations was
the Masons* Aside from these reasons as to the change in the
attitude of the whites in Atlanta towards the Negro vote* they
could not overlook the fact that Atlanta was becoming the edu¬
cational center for Negroes in the South*
With this change of attitude on the part of the whites in
Atlanta went a certain urban indifference of both whites and
Negroes* This social callousness was characteristic of life in
the city of Atlanta* Atlanta was by the end of the twenties too
big and too busy to permit her residents close acquaintance with
and supervision over each others affairs* The Negro voter*
therefore* enjoyed a certain anonymity in the exercise of his
political rights* When he went to the registration offices and
polling places* he was not under the eyes of the whole community
on which he depended for his livelihood and protection. Nobody
oared about it, perhaps because nobody knew about it*^ Such
conditions existed only in Atlanta and other large cities in the
South* This same condition did not exist in small towns and rural
communities in Georgia*
Politics as usual were not always clean in Atlanta during
^Lewinson* op. cit** p, IJl^*
32
the period from I9O8 to 1930« During this period there was
possibly more corruption in looal politics than usual* Examples
of such corrupt praotioes weret the buying of Negro yotes* the
appointment of incompetent and unreliable persons to public
offices* stuffing the ballot boxes,and other forms of corrupt
practices*^ But Atlanta presented a slightly different picture
from that of other southern cities such as Memphis, Houston, and
Haleigh* This oould be seen for example in the Grand-Jury in¬
vestigations of 1929 ftad 1930» when several Atlanta eounoilmen
and other municipal officials were tried and convicted on charges
of bribery auid extortion* They were given chain-gang sentences*
In 1929-1950* there were 500 Negroes qualified to vote in the
city election} so these city officials had been elected by the
2
whites of the city.
Out of suoh a background arose Negro leadership as well as
what was referred to as a*Nogro balance of power** This Negro
leadership came as a result of the number o f well educated
Negroes residing in the city by 1950• Of this group. President
John Hope of Atlanta University and Morehouse College was active
in organizing citizenship groups for the purpose of informing
the Negro citizens in the city about their citizenship rights as
were Mrs* John Hope and Rayford W, Logan, Professor of History





Balance of Power, (New York, I9I4.8),
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came as a result of the increase in the Negro voting population
between 1920 and 1930» SI’S a result of the increased interest
in local politics on the part of the Negroes in Atlanta.^
These facts could be seen in a special Congressional elec¬
tion held in Georgia in 1929 • The Congressional seat for the
Fifth District, including the city of Atlanta,fell vacant through
the death of Representative Leslie J. Steele in 1928* A special
2
election was therefore held.
The candidates in the election were: Hooper Alexander,
”Hoovercrat", James H. Palmer who entered the race as an in¬
dependent* Ramspeck was the regular Democratic candidate*
The Negro "b al ance of power" issue confronted the candidates
from the beginning and had great effect on the outcome of the
election* Early in the campaign Palmer had said Ramspeck had
bought the support of the Negro Republican paper, the Independent,
edited by Ben Davis, by dropping from his speeches promises to
have Oscar De Priest, Negro congressman from Illinois, impeached*
Alexander was too busy counting the Negro vote to give considera¬
tion to the real issues of the campaign which were the Negro
"balance of power" and the effort on the part of the Negroes to
nullify the white primary system and to force upon the city and
state, social and political equality* Both Alexander and Palmer
were hoping to receive the votes of the 3,501 registered Negro
^Rayford W, Logan, The Attitude of the Southern White Press
Toward Negro Suffrage, 1932-19^0~» (Washington, D* C*, I9I4.O) ,
p* 5*
p
Lewinson, Op. oit*. p* 160
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voters for Fulton County*
In the eleotlon* Ramspeok received 6,739 votes* Alexander*
2*537» Palmer* 121* Only about 9»500 eligibles voted out
of 65*000 in the district; the three to five thousand possible
Negro votes therefore were not to be overlooked* *•* It was
widely believed in Atlanta that Alexander supporters at least
made a quiet bid for the *Negro balance of power"; it accords
with our general diagnosis of the Negro voter*s position in
Atlanta by 1950*^
The factors tending to "liberalise" the southern attitude
to/rards Negro suffrage have already been discussed* They de¬
pended chiefly on the economic advance of the South* bound up
with industrialisation. This included urbanisation* increased
educational facilities* decreasing economic coiipetition as new
and more jobs became available* and a higher standard of living*
These factors had already made themselves felt by 1930* It was
easier for Negroes to register in Atlanta in 1930* than it had
been in I908* after the disfranchisement measure* The number of
well-educated Negroes was on the increase as were Negro property
owners and business and professional men* A change in white
opinion manifested Itself in such organisations as the Interracial
Co-operation Commission* and in the appearance of protest against
lynching and other forms of repression and discrimination - even
suffrage restrictions themselves* Such liberalising factors were
on the increase in Atlanta by the end of 1930*
^Ibid*
^Ibid* * p* 161*
CHAPTER III
ATLANTA’S CHANGING CONDITIONS 1930-1914.0
Atlanta, like the rest of the South, was by 1931 changing
rapidly. It was during the period between 1950 and 19Uo that
these ohanges not only affected politics, but all fields of
social relations. The Negroes in Atlanta were beginning to
realize the importance of their participation in politics in a
city that was growing in industry and economic wealth; in edu¬
cation and in social organization. With the increase in the
Negro population, and the number of eligible voters and with
the continued rise in the number of educated Negroes, as well
as property owners, Atlanta created a more favorable situation
to racial tolerance. However, the ohanges that were taking
place brought with them the seeds of discord. As the Negro was
drawn into the city of Atlanta, industrial competition between
the races increased*. During the depression of the early thirties
a group of whites in Atlanta known as the "Black Shirts", in¬
itiated a drive against employers who preferred Negro to white
labor.^
It was believed by many whites in the city that with the
competition of cheap Negro labor and the possibilities of Negroes
as strike breakers as had been demonstrated in northern cities,
with the result of causing racial feeling and even riots. The




rapid growth of Atlanta might as easily lead to situations like
those that had been observed in other cities, suoh as Bast St.
Louls.^
It would be a mistake to assume that the Negro vote in
Atlanta was all set for a slow but steady inorease in the
thirties and early forties, because of the growth of industry,
the spread of eduoation, the appearance of Negro organizations,
suoh as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People, and the economic advances of the Negroes. The inorease
in Negro voting that these changes implied brought into exis¬
tence the issue of "Negro domination" or the "Negro balance of
p
power," as had been demonstrated before in the twenties. Yet
while many changes had occurred in Atlanta, they had little
effect on the situation created by the changes made in the State
Constitution in 1908. For still, in Atlanta, "Unole Tom" Negroes
could register; substantial Negro business and professional men
could also vote. And in the background of Georgia sentiment and
tradition it was still easily possible in the early thirties for
some adverse factor, some racial difficulty, some negrophobe
politician, to set "liberalism" back, to check it, to prevent
for a long time its further development.
Disfranchisement had set in thoroughly by 1950» Even the
Republican party of Georgia fell heir to the trend of white
supremacy. The Republican Party in Georgia began its trend toward
^Ibid.
2 Ibid. , p. 199
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*lily-whitism" about 1908* although it flourlshad batweea 1930
and 1956* In 1930* S. 3. Mlnoey, Negro Republican leader of
Montgomery County, Georgia was lynched* In an account of the
mob murder of Mlnoey, the Southern Commission on the Study of
Lynohings reported that "Mlnoey* s control of Republican patronage
in Montgomery and adjoining counties, including Pulton, made his
opposition an almost insurmountable obstacle" in the way of the
appointment of a lily-white to the local postmastership* It was
further reported that "the masked meif* told Mlncey that Ke had
been entirely too busy in political matters*^
Although the Republican Party in Georgia was "lily-white", it
was not acceptable to Democratic Georgia* "Any success of 'lily-
whitism* in the state would have constituted a threat to Oemo-
oratio dominance while Negro Republicanism was no threat at all*"
The picture was further complicated by the fact that Negro Re¬
publicans were instrumental in securing federal appointments for
Democrats*
The period between 1920 and 19^4-0, will be remembered for the
series of Texas primary oases which were carried to the United
States Supreme Court, and for the concerted reaction, of several
southern states, including Georgia, to those decisions* These
cases set into motion the beginning of determined opposition of
the Negro to disfranchisement in Atlanta and in other parts of the
South as well*
^Cassandra M* Birnie, "Race and Politics in Georgia and South
Carolina," Phylon, XIII (Third i^uarter, 1952), p* 23U»
^Ibid., p* 214.0*
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During the 1930*8 19^0's the majority of the politically-
minded Negroes in Atlanta became Democrats in theory* This may
be said to be due to the lack of a positive program on the part
of the Republican party in the state and to the regard for
President Roosevelt and the policies of the national Democratic
party*^ Democratic clubs were organized throughout the state
even though affiliation with the regular Democratic party ma-
2
ohinery was discouraged*
In spite of the many social and economic changes that were
taking place in Atlanta during the period from 1930 to 1940* the
political situation remained almost the same as it had been in
the twenties* The Negroes in Atlanta were still being debarred
from political privileges by tax requirements* property quali¬
fications* literacy tests* and registration demands* Negroes in
Atlanta did not vote for representatives in the state legisla¬
ture* They did not vote for court officials who sat in judg¬
ment upon their lives* liberty* or property* nor for sheriffs*
o? officials who administered the law* They did not vote for or
against school officials who continued the unequal distribution
of educational facilities for Negroes and whites*^
Yet* while there was discrimination and opposition, in
Atlanta and throughout the State, to voting by Negroes* there was




Rayford Logan* The Attitude of the Southern White Press
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thamselTes* There was also an unwillingness to endeavor to meet
the suffrage requirement.^ In faot, this was an aspect of simi¬
lar attitudes of whites throughout the nation who were apathetic
toward the suffrage and douhted its effeotiveness as a political
lever. This condition led organisations and groins in Atlanta
to undertake to encourage Negro leaders and Negroes qualified
pto vote to organize their civil and political power.
During the period between 195^ 19^0* many attempts were
made to stimulate Negroes to register and vote. Both social and
religious groups were instrumental in stimulating interest in
politics among the Negroes in Atlanta. Early in 1952* the Negro
churches in Atlanta met at the Butler Street Y. M. C. A. to or¬
ganise a campaign for the purpose of instructing Negroes to
register and vote. A committee was formed to make plans for
this campaign. The persons appointed to the committee werei
Rev. J. A. Martin, who presided at the meeting. Rev. L. A.
Pinkston. Rev. W. J« Faulkner. W. A. Bell. C. W. Washington.
R. W, Riley, and N. A. Bridges. Attorney A. T. Walden was asked
to officiate with the committee in its campaign.^
The plans formulated by the committee called for the
registration of every colored citizen of voting age in the city
of Atlanta and Fulton County. The committee's plans also called
for the cooperation of the Negro churches in aiding persons in
getting to registration places and later to polling booths.^
i




Atlanta Negro newspapers have been important factors in making Negroes
politically conscious. The Atlanta Daily World, established in 1928, by
William A, Scott, succeeded the Atlanta Independent as the Negro newspaper
in Atlanta, Later in 1932, the Atlanta Daily World became the only Negro
daily in the United States, Like the Atlanta Independent, the Atlanta Daily
World voiced the Negroes’ protest against disfranchisement in the state of
Georgia and all over the South, It also served as an instrument to urge the
Negroes in Atlanta to take an active part in local and national politics.
In one of its editorials appearing on August 13, 1933, urging the Negroes in
Atlanta to register and vote in the city election of that year, there were
given in detail the qualifications for registration which were:
1, All male citizens must be more than 21 years of age and a resident
of the city for a year,
2. Must pay the annual poll tax of one dollar and the street tax of
three dollars, a total of four dollars,
3. Female voters must reside in the city for a year and pay a poll tax
of one dollar a year,
4, All women over 55 years of age will not be required to pay the poll
tax of one dollar in order to vote, while men of that advanced age
may vote without paying the street or poll tax.
As a result of the work done by the Negro churches and the Atlanta Daily
World to stimulate the Negroes in the city to register and vote, the Negroes
took an active part in the recall election of 1932,
Backing the Negroes' active participation in the recall election were
three civid organizations: the Atlanta Branch of the N, A, A. C, P,,headed
by Attorney A. T. Walden, the Neighborhood Union, headed by Mrs. John Hope,
and the Atlanta Teachers* Association, headed by Professor C. L, Harper,
^Ibid.. August 13, 1933, p. 1.
principal of the Booker T. Washington High School,^ A concentrated cam¬
paign urging Negroes to register and educating them to use the ballot in-
had been going on secretly by these organizations for more than
three ijeeks before the election. The results of the campaign saw more than
2500 Negro voters, previously unregistered, filing into the city hall to
pbecome qualified to vote,*
No effort was made to tell the Negroes how to vote, but they were urged
to register so that they would be able to vote,^
Negro voters, who had not registered previous to October 15, continued
to flow into the city hall in order to register before the city clerk's
office closed. Organizations backing the move to secure Negroes' active par¬
ticipation in the election were furnishing cars to carry women to the city
hall to register. Many who had never before voted in any election were taking
part in this political fight to retain Mayor Key.^ Key had been elected
mayor in 1930, In 1932, he was accused of forgery and misrepresentation by
many whites in Atlanta. Some 5,565 white citizens signed a petition in 1932
calling for a recall election. The Atlanta Daily World, in one of its edi¬
torials, pointed to the fact that both Negroes and whites were voting on the
advisability of retaining Mayor James L, Key. The sentiment of most Negro
citizens was favorable to keeping the city's leading officer. Mayor Key's
record"! was one of fair play to the Atlanta Negro.^
^Ibid.. March 15, 1932.
^Ibid.
3Ibid.
^Ibid.. March 16, 1932.
^Ibld.
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In the fourth ward, carrying the largest number of qualified Negro
votes, returns showed that Mayor Key in both precincts received a heavier
percentage of votes than any other precincts in the city. In both A and B
precincts, Negro votes were a deciding factor in giving Key more than a 1500
total which he polled from the fourth ward,^ Attorney A, T, Walden, who
had been active in getting a representative number of Negroes to register,
remarked that never before in the history of Atlanta had Negroes turned out
2
in such large numbers.
More than 2,000 Negroes registered in the recall election of Mayor Key,
Most of the Negro voters in Atlanta were backing Mayor Key in his fight to
retain office. Two reasons were cited as to why the Negroes voted for Key:
first,because of Key's active fight to secure better schools for the Negro
youth in the city, and to demonstrate to other politicians and office seekers
3the actual voting strength of the city's Negro population. Key won out in
the election by a vote of three to two. More than 30,000 persons took part
in the election. No better chance had ever been given the Negro voters in
Atlanta to show their political power than in the recall election of 1932.
There were more than 6,000 Negroes in the city eligible to vote but election
4
day results showed that less than 1,000 took advantage of the opportunity.
The years 1933-34, ehowed an even greater interest on the part of the
Negroes in Atlanta in politics. The Negro aiinisters began to take an active
part in getting members of their congregations to register and vote. Cam¬
paigns were waged by men and women of the N, A. A, C. P, Active in these
^Ibid.
^Atlanta Daily World. March 17, 1932, p. 1,
^Ibid.
^Ibid.. March 18, 1932, p. 1.
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campaigns, initiated by the N, A, A, C, P, were Mrs. John Hope, who served
as chairman of the Citizenship Committee, Dr. Rayford W. Logan, Professor of
History at Atlanta University, John Wesley Dobbs, Attorney A. T. Walder^ and
Forrester B. Washington, Director of the Atlanta School of Social Work,^
These campaigns were for the purpose of informing the Negro citizens of their
citizenship rights, registration and voting. Dr, Logan was asked to accept
the position of Director of the Citizenship Schools that had been established
to carry out the objectives of the campaign. In 1933, under his leadership
and direction, and with the cooperation of leading citizens, a well-planned
program of citizenship training was launched. Mr, Karl Downs, a student at
Gammon Theological Seminary, who was serving as one of the regional directors
of the citizenship campaign, suggested the slogan, "A voteless people is a
hopeless people,"*
Reverend Raymond Henderson, minister of the famous Wheat Street Baptist
Church, exemplified the effort made by the Negro ministers of the city to
stimulate the Negroes’ interest in politics. Preaching to a large audience
which filled the Wheat Street Baptist Church, Reverend Henderson made a
strong plea to the people to register. He called attention to two editorials
which appeared in the Atlanta Constitution, which revealed the fact, that
3
less than 12,000 citizens had registered in 1933. Reverend Henderson farther
stated that the year 1933-34, was a good time for the Negroes in Atlanta to
run a candidate for the city council? that it was time to have Negro police¬
men, Negroes on the Board of Educatioi^ and Negro city councilmen.^ As early
%ayford W, Logan, The Attitude of the Southern White Press Toward Negro
Suffrage 1932-19Z.0 (Washington, D. C., 1940)> P- 7.
^Ibid.
^Atlanta Daily World. August 15, 1933, P* 2.
4lbid.
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as 1933-34* Reverend Henderson believed that such was not impossible if the
Negroes themselves were willing to work and make these things a reality.
Reverend Henderson believed further, that the only way Negroes could be
elected to such Important positions in Atlanta, was for the Negroes in the
city to register and vote their full strength in the city elections. Reverend
Raymond Henderson took an active part in the Atlanta branch of the N. A. A. C. P.
along with other Negro ministers of the city,^
John Wesley Dobbs organized the Atlanta Civic and Political League in
1934* at a time when there were less than 22,000 registered voters, white and
2
colored in the city of Atlanta. About 800 of this number were Negroes. In
the same year, the Colored Voters League i/as organized under the leadership
of J. T. Carlton, who served as its president until 1938.
The two organizations, the Atlanta Civic and Political League and the
Colored Voters League had in the main, the seune purpose, that of bettering
the social, economic,and political conditions of the Negro. However, the
Colored Voters League was concerned with the whole of Pulton County whereas
the Atlanta Civil and Political League concerned itself with Atlanta primarily.
One of the first programs undertaken by the Atlanta Civic and Political League
in 1934* was to launch an extensive campaign to increase the number of Negro
registered voters. The campaign was the most extensive ever attempted by the
Negroes in Atlanta. Several programs, meetings and banquets were held in an
2
effort to arouse Negroes to register and vote.
As a result of the early efforts on the part of the Civic and Political
League to arouse the Negroes' interest in politics in the city of Atlanta,
two young men ran in the city election of 1934. They were Dr. B. M. Sherrard,
^I^., July 13, 1934, p. 1.
^Ibid.
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who was a candidate for the Board of Education of the first ward in oppo¬
sition to H« J, Landers, the present incumbent and Democratic nominee. The
other Negro spinning was Maceo Blackshear, who was opposing Guy Coleman,
present holder of the post, for alderman,^ Both Sherrard and Blackshear were
w8H“known residents of the city and noted for their splendid records as
businessmen, Mr. Blackshear was an official of the Afro-American Life In¬
surance Company while Dr, Sherrard was a practicing physician as well as a
businessman.
These men were both running on independent tickets and were backed by
the Atlanta Civic and Political League and the Colored Voters League of
2
Fulton County,
In the election which occurred on December 5, 1934* only 108 Negroes
3
voted out of 15,000 eligible. Both Blackshear and Sherrard won in their
home ward but lost in the election. They were the first two Negroes to run
for city office since the days of Reconstruction and they were more than
pleased with the results of the election.
With a total of 1,667 votes oast throughout the city in favor of Guy
Coleman, as compared with the 109 votes cast for Blackshear, Blackshear won
in his home ward with 65 votes to 27 votes cast for Coleman in the same ward.^
Dr, B. M, Sherrard, who opposed J. H, Landers, the present board of
education member from the first ward for his seat, was also victorious in his
home ward, tallying 65 votes to Mr. Landers' 26. Mr. Landers, however, won
^Tbid.. December 6, 1934, P* 1*
^Ibid,
^Ibid. .
^Ibid.. December 7, 1934, p. 1.
46
the seat by netting 1,666 votes from all of the precincts in the city as
compared with Dr, Sherrard's total of 108 votes.
Immediately after the election, president J, T. Carlton, head of the
Colored Voters League called a meeting of all district managers and campaign
managers to discuss the future activities of the League, Also at the meeting
the members discussed methods of procedure, especially along the lines of a
politically conscious educational program. In the meantime. Dr, B, M,
Sherrard and Maceo Blackshear expressed themselves as pleased over the fact
that they were able to take the colored citizens of Atlanta into the first
step forwKid in bringing political activity and that they believed that the
next election would find the colored citizens of Atlanta going to the polls
2
in large numbers to take part in the affairs of their government.
Between 1934 and 1937, many of Atlanta's Negro businessmen and other
public spirited citizens expressed a deep interest in political affairs in
the city and engaged themselves in an effort to increase the number of Negro
registered voters, Henry Ivey, head of the Ivey Brothers Funeral Home, Dr, H,
Ward Warner, prominent woman physician, Mrs, J. T, Hill, Mrs, L, C, Bishop
and many others took the lead in orgsoiizing district and ward clubs through¬
out the city,^ Messrs, J. E, Walker, and J, T, Carleton of the Pilgrim Life
and Health Insurance Company took an active part in meetings called by the
Colored Voters League to encourage Negroes to register. In a speech made by
Mr, Carleton before the League in 1936, he urged the Negroes to take a stand.
^Ibld.
^Ibid.. December 8, 1934» P* !•
^Ibid,, July 15, 1937, p, 1,
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and pay the price for political freedom. He further urged them to pay their
poll taxes and do their duties as citizens,^
An editorial appearing in the Atlanta Daily World on July 15, 1935,
entitled "You Are Responsible,” stated that, approximately one third of At¬
lanta's population were Negroes, and that one third of the registered voters
in the city should be Negroes. Of more than 90,000 Negroes in the city
limits, less than 1,500 were registered voters. As this was true of Atlanta,
"the Athens of the South," the percentage of Negro registered voters in other
parts of the state in 1935, was even smaller.
By 1936, the Atlanta Civic and Political League had grown in leadership
and in activity and at the same time many of the outstanding Negroes in At¬
lanta were taking part in its activities, such as campaigns to increase the
number of registered voters, programs sponsored to inform the Negro citizen
of the city of their citizenship rights. Outstanding figures in the organi¬
zation were; Reverend M, L, King, Sr,, E, M. Martin, J, H. Hanley, Reverend
D, T, Babcock, Mrs. Geneva Haugabrooks, M. M. Dowdell, J, B, Blayton, Sr,,
Dr, H, E, Nash, Reverend John C, Wright, B, L, Craddock, R. C, Eberhardt,
John S, Allen, Forrester B, Washington, C, E. Anderson, H. W. Russell, C. A,
Scott, W, H, Aiken and Mrs. Willie Daniels. Mr, S, W. Walker, H, W. Russell,
Attorney A. T, Walden, C, L. Harper, and J. W. Dobbs were also outstanding
figures in the Civic and Political League as well as in other city-wide move¬
ments and organizations such as the N, A, A. C, P. to better the condition
3
of the Negroes in Atlanta.
John W, Dobbs, who was still president of the Atlanta Civic and Politi¬
cal League in 1936, called a meeting of the League in March, 1936^ for the
^Ibid.. August 5, 1936, p. 1.
2Ibid.
^Ibid.. March 25, 1936, p. 1.
purpose of restating the objectives of the League which he had stated at its
first meeting in 1934. Mr. Dobbs stated the following objectivess
1. To gain better parks and playgrounds for the Negroes of Atlanta.
2. To gain the right for Negro doctors to work in Grady Hospital.
3. To have better schools and better conditions for teachers, both as
to wages and as to working conditions in general,
4* To have Negro firemen and policemen.^
Mr, Dobbs also informed the group that the League did not intend to
run any Negroes for political jobs, but that it intended to improve the
2
economic and social position of the Negroes through the use of the ballot,
Negroes in Atlanta never voted in the Democratic primary between 1930
and 1940 because of the white primary laws. However, the Negroes did vote
in the general election and in special elections held in Atlsinta,^ In 1938,
two special elections were held in Atlanta, One election was the special
election for County Sheriff. The other election was to legalize the sale of
liquor in the city of Atlanta and Fulton County, The Negroes took an active
part in both of these elections. In the election to elect County Sheriff,
which was held because of the vacancy that had been caused by the death of
Sheriff James I, Lowry, the Negro vote cast in the election was 257,^ At the
same time that the special election was being held, the Democratic primary
was held to nominate county commissioners and one Municipal Court Judge.
Negroes were not eligible to vote in these instances. A total of 35j673
voters were qualified to participate in the white primary, while 37,740 could






the Negro voters. This \ras the first time in the city's history that a
special election and the Democratic primary had been held at the same time,^
In the election to legalize the sale of liquor in Atlanta and Rilton
County, more than 37»000 persons were qualified to vote. Approximately 2,000
persons in Fulton County had registered for this election. The Negroes
represented more than half the number of persons on the registration books.
Some 15,000 Negroes were registered in this election, which represented the
largest number of Negroes ever registered in Fulton County, The election
was held on March 30, 1938,and as a result of the returns, the selling of
liquor was legsLIlzed in the city of Atlanta and Rilton County with the Negroes
vote being an important factor in this action.
The period between 1930 and 1940 has been called by many historians and
political writers, the "New Reconstruction", because of the many economic and
social changes which took place during the period. Many of these changes
were of great advantage to the Negroes, especially in the larger southern
cities like Atlanta, The most significant changes took place in the fields
of education and social reform. Public schools were built in Atlanta for
Negroes, thus giving rise to the number of educated Negroes in the city. The
Negro colleges were increasing in enrollment and many of their graduates re¬
mained in the city. New and better jobs were opening up for the Negroes in
Atlanta as a result of the city's growth and development in industry. The
Negroes were active in social and political organizations. The N, A. A. C, P,
was hard at work attacking the local situation of racial discrimination ex¬
isting in Atlanta and throughout the South between 1930 and 1940, As a re¬
sult, by 1940 the Negroes in Atlanta were becoming more concerned about their
^Atlanta Daily World. February 28, 1938, p. 1.
^Ibid,
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political status. The Negro population was growing and the number of
registered Negroes increased from 500 in 1930 to more than 1,500 in 1940.^
In spite of these changes, the Negroes in Atlanta had no direct in¬
fluence and virtually no part in politics, because of the white primary
system and discriminatory party rules. It was not until the 1940's that the
Negroes began to have some direct influence in politics and the political
status of the Negroes in Atlanta began to affect the political life of the
city of Atlanta and of the state to any great extent.
^Georgia. State Project, (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1940),
p. 84.
CHAPTER IV
THE NEW ATLANTA 1940 - 1953
In future histories of politics and government in the south, the decade
of the forties will probably be known as the time of an awakening among
Negroes and of a change of attitude by many whites toward Negro participation
in government.^ This is certainly true of Atlanta more so than in other
cities in the south. It was during the period between 1940 and 1953 that the
Negroes in Atlanta advanced in the exercise of their right to vote at a much
2faster rate than at any other time in the past half century.
Faced in 1953 with the tedious and long-range task of achieving full
enfranchisement in Atlanta and throughout the entire south, the pace of the
increase of Negro suffrage in the forties is encouraging,^ In 1940, a few
Negroes in Atlanta had got past the barriers of poll taxes, qualification
tests, and unfriendly election officials, mainly because of their superior
educational and economic achievements. They were not ordinary Negroes,
However, these Negroes only voted in meaningless general elections. The all
important decisions in Atlanta and in the state were made in the Democratic
primaries. For all practical purposes the Negroes were still disfranchised
in Atlanta in the early forties,





There was nothing new about this dismal state of affairs; it had
existed for more than a generation. But the complacency with which the
Negroes in Atlanta had once accepted it, was rapidly giving way in 1940 to a
new determination. The onset of World War II, with its emphasis on demo¬
cratic values lent added force to the demand for full citizenship, and also
did much to prepare the whites in Atlanta as well as in the rest of the south
for the Impending change.^ The great achievement which followed was a triumph,
in law, for a free ballot unhampered by racial restrictions. As a result,
Negro registration in Atlanta climbed to five-thousand between 1943 and 1946,
Most of the progress made in Atlanta between 1940 and 1953, in the
areas of race relations and general welfare were greatly enhanced by the par¬
ticipation of Negroes in the political life of the community. In 1934, there
were not more than five hundred Negroes registered in Atlanta, By the time
of the abolition of the white Democratic primary in 1944, and the poll tax in
1945 there were five thousand Negroes registered in Atlanta, The Atlanta
Civic and Political League which had been organized in 1934, by John Wesley
Dobbs, conducted campaigns in the late thirties and early forties around the
nucleus of taxpayers whose names had been copied from the records by two Negro
lawyers at the request of the organization. This was done in an effort to
■a
increase the number of Negro voters,-'
The years between 1940 and 1943 showed little change in the political
status of the Negroes in Atlanta, Although the Negroes were registering in
larger numbers than they had in the thirties, they still could not vote in the
^Luther P, Jackson, ”Race and Suffrage in the South Since 1940,” New




primary elections. It was not until 1945, when Ellis Arnall abolished the
poll tax that most Negroes could even qualify for registration.
In the forties no Negroes held elective public office in Atlanta.
However, in 1943 Maceo Blackshear and B. M. Sherrard, who had been candidates
in the city election of 1934 entered the race again in 1943 for city offices.^
About five hundred Negroes were registered in the city election of 1943, out
of a total of 18,200 voters on the registration list at that time. Despite
the fact that the first ward was composed largely of Negroes there was little
chance for either of the Negro candidates to win due to the amen number of
2
Negroes voting in the city election of 1943.
There was insufficient numerical strength among Negro voters in Atlanta
in 1943 to enable a Negro candidate to challenge, with any reasonable hope of
success, a white candidate in a city election. Without such a base, the
entry of Negro candidates into a political contest in Atlanta was a mere
gesture. Throughout the period between 1930 and 1943, the Negroes in Atlanta
made this gesture as an indication that "rigor mortis" had not set in the
Negro citizens in the area of politics.^
The return of the Negro to the political arena in Atlanta as a fUll
fledged voter and as a successful candidate for office did not just happen.
It came as a result of years of persistent effort to strike down the many
barriers erected by the post-Reconstruction government of the state. The
devices developed to achieve this objective included difficult registration
^Atlanta Daily World. November 8, 1943, p. 2,
^Henry L, Moon, "The Southern Negro Vote, 1943-1953.” Lecture before




requirements and literacy test, the poll tax, the "grandfather clause"and
the white primary.^ These legal expedients vrere buttressed by acts of
terror and downright refusal of many election officials to administer the
law with judicial impartiality,^
Guidance and leadership in the long fight to restore Negro suffrage in
Atlanta stemmed from the efforts of Ben Davis through his weekly paper the
Atlanta Independent, founded in 1904j the Atlanta Daily World, headed by
C, A, Scott, founded in 1930j the Atlanta Civic and Political League and the
Negro Voters League, both founded in 1934; the Atlanta branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and the many community
organizations established for the purpose of improving the political and
social conditions of the Negroes in Atlanta,
The climax to this persistent effort came in 1944» when the Supreme
Court, in response to a case brought before it by the N, A, A, C, P., handed
down a ruling Invalidating the white primary which had proved to be the most
3
effective of the various disfranchising instruments.
The Court affirmed
The right to vote in such a primary for the nomination of ceuidldates
without discrimination by the state, like the right to vote in a general
election, is a right secured by the constitution,^
This right may not be abridged by any state on account of race. The
United States is a constitutional democracy. Its organic law grants to
all citizens a right to participate in the choice of elected officials
without restriction by any state because of race. This grant to the
people of the opportunity for choice is not to be nullified by a state
through casting its electoral process in a form which permits a private
organization to practice racial discrimination in the election. Con¬
stitutional rights would be of little value if they could be thus
^Ibid.
^Ibid.





It was this decision which opened the door to mass voting by Negroes
in Atlanta and all over the South for the first time since the closing days
of Reconstruction, It is from this point, April 3, 1944, that the rebirth
of Negro voting in Atlanta may be dated, Atlanta, beginning in 1944 pre¬
sented an entirely different picture from what it had presented in the first
forty-three years of the century.
Despite the efforts of state and city politicians to circumvent the
court ruling, the Negro in Atlanta began his inarch to become a positive factor
in politics in the city of Atlanta and in the state.
On September 5, 1945, Atlanta held its first city primary since 1940,
at which time William B, Harts field became the Democratic nominee over his
opponent Roy LeCraw, The fight for the mayoralty nomination commanded the
keenest interest in a primary in which thirty-nine other city vacancies were
filled. Election precincts reported good order had been maintained at all
2
places. Commenting on the December, 1945 primary in Atlanta, the Atlanta
Constitution said
Of the 37,056 registrants for the election, 3,531 were Negroes,
This compares with a white registration of 35,542 in the 1940 general
election when 2,015 Negroes placed their names on qualification lists.
Thus, the white registration dropped 2,017 since 1940, and Negro
registration was upped 1,516, There was a total of 501 fewer names on
the 1945 list than there mre in 1940,3
There was no let up with the beginning of 1946 in the number of Negroes
registering to vote for the special congressional election of February 12,
called by Governor Arnall to select a successor to Robert Ramspeck, fifth
^Ibid,. p. 988,
%osetta S, McKissaok, "Attitudes Toward Negro Participation in Georgia,
1940-1947" (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Atlanta University, Department of
Political Science, 1954), p, 40,
^Atlanta Constitution. December 6, 1945, p. 1,
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district representative in Congress. It was clearly evident that the Negroes
by 1946 had become politically conscious.^ For two consecutive days, Januaiy
10 and 11, Clark Noble, representing the Atlanta branch of the N. A. A. C. P.
was stationed in the courthouse to assist Negro registrants for the approach¬
ing congressional election, Mr, C, L, Harper, President of the Atlanta
branch of the N, A. A, C. P, also assisted the registrants along with Mr.
John Riillips, As a result of widespread response, the number of qualified
Negro voters was increased to more than a thousand during the month of Jsuiu-
ary. President C, L, Harper,and Mr, C. A, Bacote, who was Professor of
History at Atlanta University, was also chairman of the Registration and
Voting committee, were gratefbl to religious, civic and political leaders for
their support in assisting Negroes in voting in the special election of 1946.
They Impressed upon the Negroes the importance of their continued participa¬
tion in politics in the city.
The Negroes lost no time in complying with the request made of them by
Professor Bacote and Mr, Harper, and between 1946 and 1948, some 25,000 Ne¬
groes were registered in Atlanta and Fulton County under the auspices of an
3
All-Citizens Registration Coraralttee.
Inspired by the news of the unprecedented gains among Negro voters
throughout the state, and encouraged over the Supreme Court's decision out¬
lawing the white primary, the Negroes in Atlanta redoubled their efforts to
increase the number of registered voters.
Apart from the activity of the All-Citizens Registration Committee and
the local N, A, A. C, P., leadership in the long fight to restore Negro
^Ibid.
^Atlanta World. June 6, 1948, p. 4*
3
Rosetta S, McKlssack, op, cit.. p. 47,
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suffjrage in Atlanta was greatly aided by the ministers of the city. Out¬
standing examples were the Reverend Mr. B, J. Johnson, leader of Ward 1,
Precinct 0} the Reverend Mr, Witherspoon Dodge, white, was long remembered
for his encouraging addresses at Hanley’s Ashby Street Plineral Home and the
Reverend Mr, Witt Borders, who time after time, made his church a political
center,^ In addition to the part played by the ministers of the city, a
speaker's bureau was also established to supply speakers for "pep gatherings"
which were held throughout the city from 1946 to 1948 • Wallace Van Johnson
2
served as director for the bureau.
Behind the activity of the Reverend Mr, B, J, Johnson is the story of
the activity of Mr. Clarence Bacote, Adopting the registration of citizens
as their chief effort for the years 1946 and 1947, the Atlanta branch of the
N. A. A. C, P. established citizenship schools for the instruction of the
■a
city's working classes in the art of voting,'' One of the most successful of
these schools was the one taught by Mr. Bacote. This community-minded pro¬
fessor effectively taught these Negro citizens the essential technical know¬
ledge relating to registration and voting. Into his night school came memr-
bers of Reverend Johnson's church, Mr, Bacote and Reverend Johnson knew that
a voteless people was a helpless people and they were determined to help
Negroes by teaching the necessity of fulfilling their fUU citizenship rights
cuid responsibilities.
The dramatic improvement of the political status of the Negro in Atlanta
between 1946 and 1950 became a challenge to Negroes all over the south. How¬





Atlanta were aided greatly by the efforts of many whites in the city to up¬
hold the principles of democracy as laid down by the Constitution of the
United States* These whites believed that to make these principles a reality
all people, regardless of race, must have an equal opportunity to participate
in the political affairs in this country both on a national and local level*
With this type of interest being manifested by many whites, as early as 1945,
the Atlanta Council of Church Women passed a resolution endorsing whole¬
heartedly Governor Arnall's stand in accepting the Negroes' right to vote.
The resolution said.
Recognizing the responsibility of church members to function as
Christian citizens in a democracy and believing in educational rather
than racial qualifications for voting, we, the Atlanta Council of
Church Women, hereby go on record as endorsing Governor Amall's stand
in accepting Negroes as voters.^
Also in 1945, the Conference of Southern Editors and Writers met in Atlanta
in January, to exchange infomation on voting restrictions in the south*
More than fifty outstanding editors and writers, Negro and white, under the
chairmanship of Mark Ethridge, publisher of the Louisville Courier Journal.
frankly reported the situation in their states* Each told how people were
kept from voting and agreed almost unanimously that the Negro was entitled to the
2
vote and must not have it denied him. Throughout the whole of the year 1945,
efforts were being made by white organizations in Georgia to Impress upon
those who would still try to keep the Negro from voting that they were in
complete violation of the Constitution of the United States* Further, efforts
were being made by the vote-conscious Negro citizenry to protect their right
to vote* They proceeded to sue registrars and judges of election* Examples
of such cases in Georgia were the Primus King and Wallace Van Jackson cases*
^Atlanta Contsitution. June 10, 1944, P* 3
^Ibid*
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With the aid of the attorneys of the National Advancement of Colored People
and basing their contention to register and vote on the strength of the de¬
cision in the Smith vs» Allwright, each of the plaintiffs won his case.
As a result of such cases Negroes were permitted to vote in large numbers in
the primaries of Georgia by 1946>for the first time since the days of Re¬
construction.
Atlanta Negro Democrats, reasserting their intention of trying to vote
in the white primary on July fourth, expressed the hope that the state Demo¬
cratic executive committee would reverse the ruling excluding Negroes, The
Citizens Democratic Club of I\ilton County, a Negro group, authorized a com¬
mittee to take any legal action necessary to obtain for their race the right
to vote in the July 4» 194^ primary election,^
Except for a small group, selected to make a test case to be carried
to the courts, Atlanta and Fulton County Negroes decided to make no attempt
to vote in mass in the approaching state Democratic primary upon recommenda¬
tions made by the Citizens Democratic Club - C, A. Scott, executive of the
Atlanta Daily World and president of the club said that only members of the
club's executive committee would appear at the polls and request to vote, and
that hII other Negroes were requested to stay away from the polls.3 Since
these club officers would be denied the right to vote, ample grounds would be
obtained for carrying the case to the courts for a final ruling as in the
Texas case.
After reciting the fact that Negroes would very definitely be excluded
in the July Ath primary, the Citizens Democratic Club adopted the following
^L. P, Jackson, op. cit.. p. 15.
Atlanta Constitution. June 10, 1944, 3»




Be it resolved that we, the officers and members of the Citizens
Democratic Club of Rilton County, recommend that the attempt of
Negroes to vote in the July 4» primary be restricted to the officers
and members of the executive committee of this club since a refusal to
allow them to vote would afford sufficient legal basis upon which to
predicate action to test the matter in the courts of Georgia.
Be it also resolved that all Negro registered voters of the
Democratic faith comply with the advice of the Citizens Democratic
Club of Fulton County in this restricted vote attempt of July
The resolution bore the names of the following officers of the orgeuiization;
C, A, Scott, President; Dr. R. A. Billings, Vice President; J. A. Batts,
Treasurer; Attorney A. T. Walder, Legal Advisor, Reverend L. M. Terrill,
Chaplain; Mr. J. A. Pierce and Mr. C. A. Bacote members of the executive
3
committee•
On the eve of the primary, an editorial in the Atlanta Constitution
dated July 3| 1944, predicted that a token effort would be made by Negroes
to vote and that a refusal would be in order since Negroes were not registered
or qualified to vote and the rules of the white primary bar all save the
white citizens from voting. Commenting further, the editorial stated
There will be no trouble at the polls. Only a few Negroes, of¬
ficials of their own political organization, will go through the
motion of asking to vote. Only the most ignorant class of rowdy people
of either race, would attempt to cause trouble under such conditions.
If the law enforcement officers in the various counties merely see that
the laws are obeyed governing operation of the polls, there can be no
trouble.^
The test vote was staged in Atlanta, when A. T. Walden, chairman of the
Georgia Association Citizens Democratic and Regional Counsel of the N. A. A. C.
P., walked into the voting place at 831 Bankhead Avenue and presented a
^Ibid.
^Atlanta Constitution. July 1, 1944, p. 2.
3Ibid.
^Ibid.. July 3, 1944, p. 6.
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certificate signed by Fulton County Registrar T, E, Suttles showing he was
qualified to vote in the general election, Walden presented the certificate
to 0. L, Walker, box manager of the voting place and was referred to Mrs.
T, H, Leathers, Walker’s assistant, Mrs, Leathers asked Mr. Walden his name
and address. She then replied, "That is precinct 3-13. I am sorry we have
no one listed for voting at that address."^ Similar test votes were made at
the Bankhead Avenue polls by V, W. Hodges, Eugene M. Martin and Professor
2C, A, Bacote, All three received the same answer as Walden.
At most polling places no Negroes attempted to vote. At such places
where token efforts were made, both the epplicants and the poll managers
seemed to accept them as such with the result that a minimum of assistance
and expleuiation were forthcoming from either party in these scattered ex¬
periments,^
With the close of 1945, the attempts of whites to discourage the Negro
from participating in politics in Atlanta were undeniably losing ground, and
by the end of 1946, Negroes were registering in greater proportion than
whites. It was not to be expected that the invalidation of the white primary
rule would immediately result in the actual ability of Negroes to participate
unhampered throughout the state in such primaries. Although the white primary
was outlawed, renewed efforts to bar the Negro ftom such activity were re¬
asserted during the heated campaigns by those aspiring for public office in
1946 and 1948. The "race issue" was discussed by all who ran for office.
Extensive discussion came from gubernatorial candidates, either defending or
■a
denouncing the acceptance of the Negro as a full-fledged voter,"'
^Ibid.
^Ibid.
3Atlanta Joumal. July 7, 1948, p. 6,
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In spite of the efforts of many whites in the city to keep the Negroes
ftom voting, they continued in their struggle to become a positive factor in
Georgia politics. Between 1946 and 1948, some 25,000 Negroes were registered
in Atlanta and Fulton County, This increase in the number of Negroes regis¬
tered was due to the efforts of the All-Citizens Registration Committee,^
It was during this period between 1946 and 1948 that professors from
the Atlanta University system joined with students, trade unionists, clergy¬
men, club women, fraternal orders, social workers, professional and business-
2
men and women in promoting highly successful campaigns in the city of Atlanta.
In the fall of 1949, Mr, John Wesley Dobbs, leading Republican, and
Attorney A. T, Walden, the leading Democrat in the city, were Instrumental in
joining party forces to reorganize the Atlanta Negro Voters League. By re¬
organizing, the Negro Voters League formed the margin of victory for the city
administration of Mayor William B, Harts field in 1949 and helped to return him
3
to office in 1953, The organization functioned in Pulton County elections and
to some extent in statewide elections. It was bi-partisan and very wisely
withdrew from the national campaign in 1952, where in a one party state such
as Georgia, Democrats and Republicans would be opposed to each other. The of¬
ficers of the League up until 1953 were: A. T, Walden and Reverent William M,
Jackson, co-chairmenj C, A, Scott and W. H, Aiken, vice-chairmen} W, R.
Cochrane and W, J, Shaw, secretaries; J. H, Calhoun and C, W, Greenlea, as¬
sistant secretaries; C, R, Yates, treasurer and chairman, finance committee;
D, L, Hollowell, chaiiman registration-organization, and William R, Fowlkes,
chairman, of the publicity committee or activities. The political campaigns
conducted by the organization were fine examples of interracial committee
^H. L, Moon, Balance of Power. (New York: 1948), p. 192.
2lbid., p. 193.
3Atlanta Journal. September 10, 1953, p. 1.
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activity. It was in large meetings of the organization that the candidates
were screened and ftequent mass meetings were held in various sections of
the city to give the voters opportunities to meet the candidates. Negro poll
workers were employed on election day to assist Negroes in voting.^
The years 1950 to 1953, brought on even more active participation on
the part of the Negroes in Atlanta. This fact was evidenced by the number of
Negroes who had put their names on the registration books. The total number
of Negroes registered by 1951 was between 25,000 and 30,000* Rirther evidence
pointed to the political mass meetings sponsored by the Negro Voters League,
an example of which was the huge outdoor meeting held in 1951. The meeting
was held in the Washington High School Athletic Field. It was for the pur¬
pose of giving the Negro voters of the city an opportunity to meet and .hear
candidates for city offices who were to be voted on in the September 7,
2
primary election. The meeting was cited as the largest ever held in the
state and it was the fifth in a series of such meetings held in 1951.
In 1951-52, leaders of the Negro Voters League continued their efforts
to increase the number of Negro registered voters up to 40,000 by 1953. Some
50-odd social, religious, civic and savings clubs pledged their cooperation
in this effort. Forming the All-Citizens Registration Committee, under the
sponsorship of the Atlanta Negro Voters League, more than fifty club groups
pledged workers and money to help with the driveC. A. Bacote said that
2,000 field workers would be needed to cover every block in Atlanta and out¬
lying areas. Club groups were asked to supply most of the workers. The
committee employed an executive secretary to carry on the detailed work of the
temporary organization, J. C, Daugherty was appointed secretary.^
^L. P. Jackson, op. cit.. p. 18,
2Atlanta Daily World. August 12, 1951, p. 1.
^Ibid.. November 21, 1951, p, 1,
4ibid.. November 12, 1951, p. 1.
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The chief objective of the organization was to have the Negroes of
Atlanta ready to cast a big vote in the following year.
Such interest was manifested in the September primary of 1951» by the
Negroes that the Negro Voters league called many special meetings of its
executive committee to handle new problems, such as the number of persons
volunteering their services to help in registration drives and other duties
of the organization.^
The league made known the fact that candidates would be nominated for
membership in the city council, Board of Education, and City Democratic
2Executive from three new wards to be annexed to the city January 1, 1952.
Wards seven, eight and nine were to have an alderman, two city council mem¬
bers, one member of the Board of Education and two members of the city
Democratic Executive Committee. Only a small number of Negroes were
registered voters in ward seven. However, there were over five thousand in
3
ward eight and more than one thousand in ward nine. In the September 12th
primary only voters in wards eight and nine could vote for their respective
candidates, but the League was interested in having the largest possible
number of eligible registered voters participate in the election,^
Throughout the years 1951-1953, the Negro Voters League continued its
program geared toward increasing the number of Negro registered voters, and
its program for better social and economic conditions for the Negroes in
Atlanta.
Despite the fact that some whites in the city between 1951 and 1953,were





still trying to keep Negroes from taking an active part in politics, the
Negroes were making rapid progress. In 1953, President Rufus E, Clement of
Atlanta University was elected to a four-year term on the Atlanta Board of
Education. Dr. Clement carried the majority of the predominantly white pre¬
cincts as well as all of the Negro districts, winning over the white incum¬
bent, Landers who had been a member of the Board for twenty-six years, Isy a
vote of 22,142 to 13,800. The winning margin was 8,343 votes.^
Dr. Clement was accused of being under communistic influences. This
charge was brought against him on the night before election in an effort to
keep him from being elected. On the following day, which was election day,
the Atlanta Daily World made a last minute appeal to all Negro voters in the
city of Atlanta "to put their shoulder to the wheel and bring victory to Dr,
2
Clement and to the Negro group," Notwithstanding, the charges that had been
brought against him by some of the white politicians in the city, Atlanta
voters on election day overwhelmingly elected the first Negro member of the
Board of Education since the Carpetbaggers controlled the city in the Recon¬
struction era. While the Negro vote alone may not have elected Dr, Clement,
it contributed substantially to his victory and provided a firm base from
3
which to launch his campaign.^
The advances made by the Negroes in Atlsmta between 1940 and 1953, have
been many and varied and they have shown clearly that with a continued effort
on the part of the Negroes themselves they can become a very vital part of
the political life of the city of Atlanta and the state.
^Atlanta Constitution. May 14, 1953, p. 1.
^Atlanta Daily World. May 12, 1953, p. 1.
^H, L, Moon, op, cit.. p. 2
CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION
Throughout this study considerable emphasis has been placed on the
decline of barriers to voting in Atlanta and in the South to the advantage
of the Negro# It is in order at this point to evaluate the developments made
by the Negroes in Atlanta and suggest procedures for the future. One per¬
tinent question is: Vfhat does the new day represent in terms of the relative
advance in the number of Negro voters and white voters in Atlanta? Does the
increase in the number of Negro voters in any way endanger the position of
the white man, popularly known as "white supremacy"? A related question in
this connection is the permanence of the suffrage movement among Negroes as
described in this study. Is it likely to continue, or will reactionary
forces gain the upper hand and throw the Negro back to the position he held
before 1930?
In spite of the gains made by the Negroes in Atlanta as voters during
the decades of the 1940’s and early 1950's, it is correct to say that the
whites in Atlanta have likewise been advancing, and in most instances at a
faster rate. It would therefore require a stretch of the imagination for
anyone to assert that the position of the whites is threatened by the present
size of the Negro electorate in Atlanta. The past thirty years represent not
a fulfillment of political equality, but only a beginning toward its realiza¬
tion.
Because of the poverty and limited education of hundreds of whites in
the- state, the forces of reaction in Atlanta and throughout Georgia have al¬
ways been powerful. This group stands ready today, to fight any movement which
seems directed to the advancement of the Negro, This position is strengthened
by the fact that it is from the reactionary element that the demagogues and
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many of the politicians draw their strength. Public officials in Atlanta and
in the state demand a strict observance of the traditional practices, or if
these fall, they demand legislation in an effort to restrain the Negro voter.
Regardless of reaction and demagoguery, it seems highly improbable
that the progress made by the Negroes in Atlanta as voters during the 1940’s
and early 1950's will wane. At one time in Atlanta, many devices were used
in an attempt to restrict Negro voting; today the situation is different and
Negroes register with ease. Improvement in education, a growing population,
and above all a greater appreciation for democracy in the light of world con¬
ditions are some of the factors which have wrought changes in the political
status of the Negro in Atlanta,
The Negroes in Atlanta have made great progress since 1908, and the
Negroes Ih Atlanta should be grateful to those few courageous men and women
who played a major part in making this progress possible. The challenge now
is to build a common citizenship which will make Atlanta truly responsive to
the wishes and needs of all the people. That can be achieved only by in¬
formed community action and the fullest and wisest use of the ballot.
The future of the Negro in Atlanta is a grave problem of the city, of
the South and of America, This problem can be solved only in terms of full
opportunity for development and complete assimilation in the political aid
economic life of Atlanta and the South, The Negro in Atlanta has but one
fundamental objective: to attain the full stature of American citizenship.
The Negro, for more than fifty years has contributed his labor, his intelli¬
gence, his blood, and even his life to the development and protection of At¬
lanta which has come to be one of the most outstanding and progressive dties
in the United States, He asks nothing from it except that it consider him as
a fhll-fledged citizen, vested with all of the rights and privileges granted
to every citizen by the Constitution of this nation.
68
The Negro in Atlanta, like all over the South, struggles to attain
that dignity of the individual man, that decent respect for and recognition





ELECTION LAWS OF GEORGIA, I93O
Suffrage Quail floations
ResIdenoet One year in the state, six months in the county,
T axes t All poll and other taxes for which liable must be paid
six months before election.
Property I Forty acres on which applicant resides, or $500 tax-
assessed property. Education or character alternatives,
Eduoat iont Able to read in English any paragraph of U, S, or state
constitution and write same when read by registrar, or
if disable to give reasonable interpretation thereof
when read by registrar. Property or character al-
t ernatIves•
Character: Of good character and understanding duties and obliga¬
tions of oitisenship under a republican form of govern¬
ment, Property or character alternatives.
Understandingt Implicit in education and character clauses.
Appealing t Persons refused may appeal to registrars, who return plea
to superior court for regular trial. Pending decision,
registrar's decision valid,
Ptlma^s Only qualified auid duly registered persons may vote in
primaries, or participate in conventions of any party.
Party may make additional qualifications. Democratic
party rule bars Negroes,
Registration Procedure
Officialsi Three registrars in each county, appointed for two years
by stiperior court judge, and removable by him at plea¬
sure, Superior court judge elected. Not all to bo of
one political interest of party. County tax collector
and clerk may also rogisterj both elected.
Time* Registration closes six months before election.
Term* Permanent, but subject to examination of qualifications every
”
two years, city-election registration for pne year.
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Refusal t By tax oolleotoTf with county ordinary and superior
court clerk} also by County Board of Registrars; one
day’s notice to voter, and hearing.
Election Procedure^
Tiroet I Tue. after I Mon. Nov. even year} except Justices of
the peace: I Sat. December every fourth years; and munici¬
pal officers, I Thu. Jan.
Ballot 8: Official ballots only. Voter scratches all unwanted names.
Names put on by filing of candidacy with county ordinary
or Secretary of State.
0f fio ers : Three managers, one whom must bo county ordinary or
justice o f t he peace, and three clerks. No provision
for bipartisanship.
Voters* Tests: Only voters appearing on list given to managers by
county registrars may vote. Persons refused may
have hearing before Bosurd of Registrars, who will
examine qualifications directly or by other evi¬
dence on oath.




swear in writing to his








Lewinson, Race, Class and Party (New York, 1932), pp.
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APPENDIX B
CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS OF ATLANTA
CIVIC AND POLITICAL LEAGUE: I936
Name: The name of the organization shall be the Atlanta Civic
and Political League*
Purpose: The purpose of the organization shall be to improve the
economic* political and social conditions of the Negroes
of Atlanta and Fulton County through the use of the
ballot•
Member ship: Membership shall be open to every Negro in Atlanta
and Fulton County over 21 years of age who is a
registered voter*
Meet ing: There shall be a meeting of the league on the first
Tuesday of each month*
Officers: The officers shall be elected at the regular monthly
meeting in February of each year* Two-thirds of the
members present shall be necessary to elect the
president* A plurality vote shall determine the
election of other officers*
Executive
Committee: There shall be an executive committee composed of
the officers and 25 members elected from the body*
Finance Committee: There shall be a Finance Committee composed
of the treasurer and four members appointed
by the president*
Program Committee: There shall be a program committee coiiposed
of five members appointed by the president*
Political
Committee: There shall be a Political Findings Committee which
■
will keep the League informed on the latest problems
in the community which may be solved by political
action as well as the latest developments in poli¬
tics* This committee shall consist of five persons
appointed by the president.
Publicity
C ommlt tee: There shall be a Publicity Committee composed of




C ommitt ee t There shall be a Political Action Committee composed of
five persons appointed by the president whose duty shall
be tot
A. Organize the city into districts according to the
distribution of Negro population*
B* Assign district leaders to each district*
C * Make certain that
people o f their d
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